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Dec 1,516,500 114,700

lowa Workforce

Development

Information Prepared by the
Labor Market Information
Division
1000 East Grand Avenue
Des Moines, lowa 50319-0209
Phone: 515-242-5862
Fax: 515-281-8203

Donna Burkett, Bureau Chief
lowa Workforce Development

Source: Labor Market Information (LMI) Division, lowa Workforce Development and the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) unless

lowa and U.S. Unemployment Rates - 2020
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e |lowa’s unemployment rate fell to 3.1
percent in December. The state’s
jobless rate was 2.8 percent one
year ago.

e The state’s total unemployment level
declined to 50,800 in December from
60,800 in November.

e The U.S. unemployment rate
remained at 6.7 percent in
December.

2020 Unemployment Benefits by Type
(in millions)

Regular Benefits (UI,
UCFE, UCX, VSW)

Additional to Normal $1,267

Weekly Benefits
Amount (FPUC, LWA)
$1,786

Additional Weeks Ineligible for
of Benefits Regularul
(PEUC, EB), $202 (PUA), $170

e lowa Workforce Development paid out

about $3.4 billion in unemployment
benefits during 2020 primarily due to
pandemic-related unemployment.

e About $1.3 billion was paid out by

regular Unemployment Insurance (Ul)
programs. Federal programs that
added $300 or $600 to a recipient’s
regular weekly benefit amount
accounted for an additional $1.8
billion.

otherwise noted. (Reference: December 2020)

lowa establishments added 9,700 jobs in
December. This month’s gain more than
offsets November’s loss of 6,900 jobs.

e Retail trade led all sectors with 5,400 jobs

added. This industry experienced a sluggish
start in November with a loss of 500 jobs.

e Construction added jobs for only the third

time since April (+1,500). This sector has
gained 1,600 jobs since April.

e Professional and business services added

1,500 jobs in December. Administrative
support and waste management fueled
most of the increase.

e Leisure and hospitality lost the most jobs in

December (-3,700). This marks the second
consecutive loss for this sector.

¢ Manufacturing ended the year on a positive

note with a large increase (+3,800). Durable
goods factories added the most jobs
(+2,200).

e Since last December, 68,900 jobs have

been shed in lowa. Leisure and hospitality
has lost the most jobs (-32,800). Education
and health care is a distant second (-9,400).
Job gains have been led by retail trade
(+4,400) and nondurable goods
manufacturing (+3,200).
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